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Today’s Presentation

Best States for Higher Education Rankings
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State Rankings

Source: U.S. News & World Report

METRIC INCLUDES REPORTING PERIOD 
(2019 RANKINGS) SOURCE

2-Year College Graduation Rate Public, 2-year colleges 2013 Cohort 
(3-year rate) IPEDS

4-Year College Graduation Rate Public, 4-year colleges 2011 Cohort
(6-year rate) IPEDS

Low Debt at Graduation Public and nonprofit
4-year colleges Class of 2017 The Institute for College 

Access & Success

Educational Attainment FL residents, 
Adults ages 25+ 2017 U.S. Census Bureau,

American Community Survey

Tuition and Fees Public, 4-year colleges 2016-17 IPEDS
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State Rankings

Source: U.S. News & World Report

U.S. 
NEWS 
RANK

STATE
2-YEAR 

COLLEGE 
GRAD. RATE

RANK
4-YEAR 

COLLEGE 
GRAD. RATE

RANK AVERAGE 
DEBT RANK

ADULTS 25+ 
W/ DEGREE 

RATE
RANK TUITION 

AND FEES RANK

1 Florida 53.7% 2 67.1% 8 $24,041 8 39.7% 27 $4,435 2
2 Washington 34.8% 7 69.0% 4 $23,936 6 45.6% 10 $6,903 7
3 Wyoming 34.9% 5 58.2% 26 $22,524 4 38.0% 32 $4,311 1
4 California 31.8% 9 68.9% 5 $22,785 5 41.4% 21 $7,896 18
5 North Dakota 43.6% 3 52.1% 34 -- -- 44.1% 12 $7,376 14
6 Utah 31.1% 11 44.9% 46 $18,838 1 44.1% 13 $6,334 4
7 Nebraska 31.5% 10 59.7% 24 $25,750 12 41.9% 19 $7,732 17
8 Iowa 30.9% 12 72.5% 3 $29,859 31 40.5% 25 $8,361 22
9 Colorado 26.4% 23 55.8% 28 $26,530 15 49.4% 2 $9,352 31

10 South Dakota 57.6% 1 50.0% 38 $31,275 38 39.0% 29 $8,301 21
-- U.S. Avg. 26.6% -- 59.7% -- $29,650 -- 40.5% -- $8,804 --
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Best College Rankings

National Universities (8: UNF, FAMU, FAU, FIU, FSU, USF, UF, UCF)
Regional Universities (2: UWF, FGCU)
National Liberal Arts Colleges (1: NCF)
Regional Colleges (1: FLPOLY)

Source: U.S. News & World Report
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Best College Rankings

Outcomes: 35% (graduation, retention, social mobility)

Faculty Resources: 20% (class size, faculty salary, faculty w/ terminal degree, 
student-faculty ratio, % of faculty full-time)

Expert Opinion: 20% (peer assessments: presidents, provosts, admit. deans)

Financial Resources: 10% (Avg. per student spending)

Student Excellence: 10% (ACT/SAT, top 10% of HS class)

Alumni Giving: 5% (% of alumni w/ BA degrees)

Source: U.S. News & World Report
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Best College Rankings

Source: U.S. News & World Report

Rank 
Year

Year 
Published

Public National University Ranking

UF FSU USF UCF FIU FAMU FAU UNF

2010 2009 15 48 RNP RNP RNP RNP RNP .
2011 2010 17 47 107 97 RNP RNP RNP .
2012 2011 19 47 121 121 RNP RNP RNP .
2013 2012 17 42 94 98 RNP RNP RNP .
2014 2013 14 40 94 94 RNP RNP RNP .
2015 2014 14 43 88 97 RNP RNP RNP .
2016 2015 14 43 84 91 RNP RNP RNP .
2017 2016 14 38 83 93 RNP RNP RNP .
2018 2017 9 33 68 90 122 113 RNP .
2019 2018 8 26 58 87 100 RNP RNP .
2020 2019 7 18 44 79 105 123 140 140

Note: “RNP” reflects an institution classified as a National University, but whose ranking was not published by 
U.S. News & World Report.  UNF’s classification was recently changed, which is why no ranking data is available pre-2020.
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Best College Rankings

Rank 
Year

Year 
Published

Public Regional 
Universities:

South

Public 
National 

Liberal Arts

Public 
Regional 
Colleges: 

South

Public
HBCU

FGCU UWF NCF FLPOLY FAMU

2010 2009 . . 5 . 3
2011 2010 41 . 5 . 2
2012 2011 35 . 6 . 1
2013 2012 34 . 5 . 1
2014 2013 37 . 5 . 3
2015 2014 42 . 5 . 1
2016 2015 38 . 4 . 2
2017 2016 31 . 5 . 1
2018 2017 27 . 6 . 1
2019 2018 29 . 5 . 2
2020 2019 28 15 6 . 2

Note: FLPOLY has not been scored or ranked by U.S. News because 6-year graduation rates are not yet available.  UWF’s classification was 
recently changed from National to Regional University, which is why no ranking data is available pre-2020.
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Change in College Rankings

Source: U.S. News & World Report

+7
No public institution ranked in the top 20 improved 

more than UF from 2014 to 2020 (#14 to #7)
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Source: U.S. News & World Report

+22
No public institution ranked 21-50 improved more 

than FSU from 2014 to 2020 (#40 to #18)
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Source: U.S. News & World Report

+50
No public institution ranked 51-100 improved more 
than USF from 2014 to 2020 (#94 to #44)

+15
UCF was among the most improved public institutions 

ranked 51-100 from 2014 to 2020 (#94 to #79)
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Metric Alignment

# FLBOG PBF METRICS
1 Employment / Continuing Ed.
2 Median FT Wages
3 Cost of Bachelor’s Degree
4 FTIC Grad Rate
5 Academic Progress Rate
6 % of Bachelor Degrees in a PSE
7 Access Rate (% of UG receiving Pell)
8 % of Graduate Degrees in a PSE
9 Degrees Awarded w/o Excess Hours

10 Trustee Metrics

# U.S. NEWS “BEST STATES” METRICS
1 2-Year College Graduation Rate 

2 4-Year College Graduation Rate 

3 Low Debt at Graduation

4 Educational Attainment

5 Tuition and Fees

Alignment between Board’s Performance Based Funding metrics and 
U.S. News and World Report’s “Best States for Higher Education” metrics
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Metric Alignment

# FLBOG PBF METRICS

1 Employment / Continuing Ed.
2 Median FT Wages
3 Cost of Bachelor’s Degree
4 FTIC Grad Rate
5 Academic Progress Rate
6 % of Bachelor Degrees in a PSE
7 Access Rate (% of UG receiving Pell)
8 % of Graduate Degrees in a PSE
9 Degrees Awarded w/o Excess Hours

10 Trustee Metrics

WEIGHT U.S. NEWS “BEST COLLEGES” METRICS 
FOR NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES

30% Graduation & Retention Rates
5% Social Mobility
8% Class Size
7% Faculty Salary
3% Faculty w/ Terminal Degree
1% Student-to-Faculty Ratio
1% Full-time Faculty Share

20% Expert Opinion
10% Spending Per Student

7.75% ACT / SAT Test Scores
2.25% High School Class Standing

5% Alumni Giving

Alignment between Board’s Performance Based Funding metrics and 
U.S. News and World Report’s “Best National University” metrics
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