8.014 Bachelors’ Degree Exceptions to 120 Credit Hours Requirement

(1) The Board of Governors may approve a request by a university board of trustees for a
bachelor’s degree program to exceed 120 credit hours to degree. Programs may be
approved for the following reasons:

(a) Additional courses are required to meet specialized accreditation

standards for program content and such accreditation is expected or required for
program graduates to become employed in the profession for which they are being
prepared (e.g. Engineering, Architecture); or

(b) Additional courses are required to meet state or federal mandated criteria for

professional licensing (e.g., Teacher Education); or

(c) The degree program offers a unique and innovative learning experience, such as

honors programs, individualized study, and other non- traditional approaches to
education.

(2) Approval to exceed 120 credit hours to degree applies to the degree program and each of

its majors as defined in Board of Governors Regulation 8.011 New Academic Program
Authorization. In the request for approval, the university must identify all majors within
the degree program and the number of credit hours required for each major. The highest
number of credit hours will be recorded in the State University System Academic Degree
Program Inventory and used for state-level accountability calculations. Universities shall
not implement majors within a degree program that exceed the recorded maximum
number of credit hours for the degree program without following the processes
described herein, as appropriate.

The Board recognizes that degree program curricula are dynamic and often require
revision to meet new accreditation standards, state or federal mandates, or the
incorporation of emerging knowledge within the discipline. For this reason each
university is authorized to make incremental adjustments when necessary to the credit
hour length of bachelor’s programs previously approved to exceed 120 credit hours
without seeking additional board approval. To ensure state-level data accuracy, each
university shall report any such changes in the credit hour length to the Board of
Governors Office prior to implementation of the change.

The Chancellor is authorized to establish an administrative process to review university
requests for incremental adjustments to the recorded maximum number of credit hours
for bachelor’s degree programs previously approved to exceed 120 credit hours to
degree.

(@) The process shall set thresholds for incremental adjustments that do not require
Board of Governors approval, and adjustments that do require Board of Governors
approval. Any adjustment that will extend the number of semesters required to
complete a degree program must be approved by the Board of Governors in



advance of implementation.
(b) Degree programs that revert to 120 credit hours to degree at any time must follow
the appropriate process herein to exceed 120 credit hours.
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