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Guiding Principle and History  
 
 

• The Board of Governors recognizes that high-quality teaching, 
learning, and assessment require a clear understanding of expected 
core student learning outcomes by both faculty and students.   

• Academic Learning Compacts (ALCs) were established in 2004  

•to convey expected core student learning outcomes for each 
baccalaureate program in the State University System and  

•to identify, by academic program, what students will have 
learned by the time they graduate, and  

• to identify how content knowledge, and communication and 
critical thinking skills will be measured.  

•In 2007, Board of Governors adopted Regulation 8.016 Academic 
Learning Compacts.  
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Proposed Amendment to Reg. 8.016  

 

• November 2011 – Board of Governors is considering notice to amend 
Regulation 8.016    

•Academic Learning Compacts Work Group (members from 6 
universities and the Board office) developed revisions  

•Amendments clarify processes for student learning outcomes 
assessment 

•Title change from “Academic Learning Compacts” to “Student 
Learning Outcomes Assessment”  
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Content and Products 
 

•Each university must develop processes for the following areas 
•Academic Learning Compacts (ALC) 
•Related assessment mechanisms 
•Program evaluation 
•Continuous improvement 
 

• Each ALC must take into consideration perspectives of appropriate 
constituencies (including potential employers and graduate programs) 
regarding the knowledge and skills graduates need.  
 

•Each ALC must be posted using student-friendly, jargon-free language 
on the university Web site. 
 
•Each university must submit periodic status reports to the Board 
Office.  
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Current Status of SLO Assessment 

  

•Summary of data from 2010 ALC status report 

•Identify core student learning outcomes – 99% are completed and 
in continuous improvement mode 

•Posted core student learning outcomes on Web Site – 98% are 
posted and in continuous improvement mode 

•Identify assessment types – 92% have been identified and are in 
continuous improvement mode 

• Capstone projects 

• Portfolios 

• Common embedded exam questions 
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Sample ALC: USF B.S. Chemistry  

•Discipline-Specific Knowledge and Skills 
 

• Outcome 1:  Demonstrated knowledge of chemistry topics  
• Assessment: Standardized test of general subject knowledge 
(ACS subject test) at end of each course 
 

• Outcome 2: Demonstrated knowledge of scientific research 
methods and use of research instruments 

• Assessment: Final exam in capstone course reviewed by at 
least 2 faculty and evaluated at 4 levels of performance 
 

• Outcome 3: Effective use of scientific method in well-written, 
logically correct and concise lab reports 

• Assessment: Lab reports in capstone course scored using a 
detailed scoring rubric   
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Sample ALC:USF B.S. Chemistry (cont.) 

•Critical thinking skills  
•Outcome 1: Demonstrate critical thinking and analytical 
abilities, including ability to draw appropriate conclusions from 
research data 

• Assessment: Faculty teams analyze 2 oral presentations 
(posters and student research conference) using rubrics 
 

• Communication skills 
•Outcome 1: Demonstrate effective written communication skills 

• Assessment: Faculty team analyzes final written research 
project in capstone course   

• Outcome 2: Exhibit effective oral communication skills 
•Assessment: Faculty member evaluates oral presentation on 
final research project in capstone course    

 
  



Best Practices 
Contain the following elements for each program: 

– Program Mission 
– Program Goals 
– Specific student learning outcomes 
– Valid and reliable measures 
– Performance targets (program and student level) 
– Data-driven results (program and student level) 
– Use of results for continuous improvement 
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