8.014 Bachelors’Degree Exceptions to 120 Credit Hours Requirement for_
Undergraduate Degrees

(1) Degree Programs Requiring More Than 120 Credit Hours

(@) The Board of Governors may approve a university board of trustees’ request
for a bachelor’s degree program to exceed 120 credit hours-to-degree. The_
program must meet all requirements and provisions of Board of Governors
Regulation 8.011, Academic Degree Program Coordination and Approval.
Programs may be approved for one or more of the following reasons.

1. Additional courses are required to meet specialized accreditation standards
for program content, and such accreditation is expected or required for
program graduates to become employed in the profession for which they are
being prepared.

2. Additional courses are required to meet state or federal-mandated criteria for
professional licensing.

3. The degree program offers a unique and-irrovative program requirements

learning-experience, such as honors programs, individualized study, and ether
non-traditional edueaﬁenal—aepreaehes Iearnlnq experiences.

3) (b)Each university board-oftrustees-has-the-authority-to-approve must inform its board

of trustees of a reduction in the number of credit hours for degree programs approved

by the Board of Governors to exceed 120 credit hours teeegree Iheunwererty—beardr

Upon a decrease in credit hours to no fewer than 120 credit hours, the university erL
shall submit a notification of the change in required credit hours to the Board of
Governors offlce before the start of the effectlve term. teJehe—Beardref—Gevemers—

(2) Degree Programs Requiring Fewer Than 120 Credit Hours

(a) The Board of Governors may approve a university board of trustees’ request for an
undergraduate degree program to require fewer than 120 credit hours. The program
must meet all requirements and provisions of Board of Governors Regulation 8.011,
Academic Degree Program Coordination and Approval. In addition, such programs
must meet the following minimum criteria.
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1. The program curriculum and student learning outcomes must
maintain the rigor of the upper-division coursework that would be
required of students in a traditional baccalaureate degree.

2. The general education requirements in accordance with sections
1007.24, 1007.25, and 1007.55, Florida Statutes, and Board of
Governors’ Regulation 8.005 and the requirement for students to
demonstrate competency in civic literacy as outlined in Florida Statutes
and Board of Governors’ Regulation 8.006 must be met. This includes
the 36 credit hour requirement of general education as specified in
section 1007.25 and the required assessment and course to
demonstrate competency in civic literacy.

3. Universities must facilitate seamless articulation consistent with
Florida Statutes and Board of Governors’ Requlation 8.007, Articulation.

4. Program curriculum must meet the statewide and institution-specific
graduation requirements as outlined in Florida Statutes and Board of
Governors’ Reqgulation 6.017 Criteria for Awarding the Baccalaureate

Degree.
5. Universities must use the program designation as determined by the

Board of Governors or designee to distinguish such degree programs
from traditional baccalaureate degrees.

6. The university must, at the time of acceptance into the designated program,
provide students with information regarding the degree type and possible
implications for future graduate or professional education opportunities.
Additionally, this information must be made available on the university’s public-
facing website and in the official university catalog.

7. Universities shall allow students admitted to a reduced credit hour program
to be admitted to the same traditional baccalaureate program pursuant to
university policy. The student must be able to carry the credit earned in the
reduced credit hour program into the traditional program.

(b) Each university must report outcomes of these programs annually in a
format prescribed by the Chancellor.

(3) Approval for an exception to 120 credit hours requirement applies to the degree program

and its majors as defined in Board of Governors Reqgulation 8.011, Academic Degree
Program Coordination and Approval. In the request for approval, the university must
identify all majors within the degree program and the number of credit hours required for
each major.

Authority: Section 7(d), Art. IX, Fla. Const.; Section 1007.25, Florida Statutes; History: New 3-
29-07; Amended 11-09-23; XX-XX-XX.




