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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The skills and competencies required of the next generation of health care workers were 
central topics of the Health Initiatives Committee meeting on September 17, 2014 and 
the Committee workshop on July 21, 2014.  Changes in health care delivery are leading 
to shifts in health-related educational programs and a re-evaluation of who to train and 
how to best train them for practice. 
 
As part of its environmental scan, the Committee will hear a presentation from 
representatives of the Max Planck Institute for Medical Research on health care 
competencies and the qualities of health care professionals linked to desired health 
outcomes. The Max Planck Society operates a number of research institutions in 
Germany and around the world, including the Max Planck Florida Institute for 
Neuroscience in Jupiter, Florida. The Max Planck Institutes are independent and 
autonomous in the selection and conduct of their research pursuits, but collectively they 
carry out basic research in the life sciences, natural sciences and the social and human 
sciences. 
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Facilitators/Presenters: Dr. Jan K. Woike, Max Planck Institute for 
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 Dr. Udo Fischer, CEO, Duolark LLC 


