
Statewide and Regional Access:

Suggested Principles to Guide State University System

Policy Development
State University System policies regarding providing statewide and regional access should:

1. Align with statewide higher education strategic planning efforts.

2. Recognize that each university provides a leadership role in meeting the higher education instructional, research, and public services needs within its geographic region, and, when appropriate, within the state, nationally, and internationally. 
3. Recognize the existence of current programs that are provided on a statewide – or even national or international - basis in response to state or federal requirements, documented need, special equipment, facilities, or intricately related programs.  
4. Seek to serve the needs of the citizens of the state by providing for reasonable and responsible geographic access to university educational programs and services.
5.  Expect each university to work with its economic and education partners to identify higher education needs, particularly in its region, and to facilitate access to the extent possible by offering programs and services or by collaborating with other institutions of higher education to offer the needed programs and services.
6. Identify the counties for which each university will assume primary higher education service responsibility, in coordination with institutions in the Florida College System, even as our universities are engaging in activities that extend around the globe.
7. Delineate a process by which universities may provide educational programs and services outside their designated regions, including distance learning programs and courses that require establishing a physical presence outside regional assignments.  
